Collections of soil and roots from a native stand of yellow poplar (Liriodendron tnlipifera L.) yielded specimens representing two species of the genus Criconemoide.r. Criconemoide.r axe.rte Fassuliotis & Williamson, 1959 , was identified but the predominant species was an undescribed one. In water it moved slowly and almost continuously.
This character gives rise to the proposed specific name gra.r.rator, which means lazy roamer or idler. The description that follows is based on 39 specimens fixed in FAA and mounted in glycerol, 12 specimens mounted in water, and about 100 specimens fixed and stored in FAA.
CRICONEMOIDES GRASSATOR N. SP.
This species has all the generic characters of Criconemoides Taylor, 1936. In number of body annules it is intermediate between those species with many and those with few annules. Its stylet is long and stout with anchor-shaped knobs.
The female body is cylindrical ( Fig. 1 A) , tapering slightly at the anterior end to the expanded lip region. Posteriorly it tapers gradually, ending in a conoid terminus with a distinct knob. The cuticle is coarsely annulated, with an average of 79 annules which are about 5 J.L wide at mid body. The stylet is long and stout, extending through 21 to 22 annules. No guide ring has been observed. The excretory pore is situated at the level of the terminus of the posterior bulb. A hemizonid appears to be lacking. The vulva, situated on the 11 th to 14th annule from the tail terminus, is a transverse slit occupying 2/3 the body width. From the vulva, the vagina is directed obliquely forward, extending to about mid body.
The oviduct has an offset, sperm-filled, spermatheca that varies from spherical 1) Published with the approval of the Director of the West Virginia Agricultural Experiment Station as Scientific Paper No. 836. to oval in shape. The single prodelphic ovary is clavate at its germinal end. The oocytes are arranged in single file to near the germinal end of the ovary where they are in double file. In the 150 specimens studied, one had a reflexed ovary, which is most unusual in the genus. The anal pore is situated between the 4th and 5th annule from the tail terminus. The posterior edges of the annules are plain, without anastomoses, and no lateral line or joints have been seen. The en face view of the head is shown in Fig. 1 B. The description of the male of this species will have to await further investigation. A single male specimen typical of the genus was found in the collections. It had no bursa, which differentiated it from the males of C. axe.rte. However, a species of Criconerraa occurred also in these collections, and the possibility that this specimen is a male Criconenaa cannot be eliminated. 
DIAGNOSIS
Criconemoides grassator n. sp. differs from the other species in the genus, except C. calvus Raski & Golden, 1965 , by having 79 body annules, a stylet ioi > long, a broadly expanded lip region, and a conical tail with a terminal knob. Examination of paratype slide T388p, kindly supplied by A. M. Golden, revealed that C. calvus differed from C. gra.r.rator in : i ) Body length (C. grassator-0.32 mm and C. calvu.r-0.39 mm) ; 2) the annules of C. calvus are 5.5-6 tt apart and the terminal edge is beaded whereas the annules of C. gra.r.rator are about 5 [C apart and the terminal edge is smooth; 3) the vulva is situated on the l5th or 16th annule in C. calvus and has a prominent vulval flap, in C. gra.r.rator the vulva is a transverse slit located on the llth to 14th annule and lacks a vulval flap; 4) the anus is located 8-10 annules from the terminus in C. calvus and 4-5 annules
